American Patriotism essay by Patricia A. Czech

July Fourth, "The Star-Spangled Banner," Memorial Day, and the pledge of allegiance are typically thought of as timeless and of consequence representations of a the United States of America.

A couple of weeks ago, someone I know asked me if I was patriotic, since I oppose our current national  policy, monetary policy, and a number of other policies which I am convinced are badly damaging the core of our nation, I would still say yes. What do you think our founding fathers would say about our state of affairs?

Random House Unabridged Dictionary defines patriotism is the devoted love, support, and defense of ones country: national loyalty. Patriotism is our independence to grow, support and defend The United States of America! 

We first have the right to self-government generally considered an ethical code that outlines acceptable behavior that is developed from our action and feedback to our government.  Remember the adage, actions speak louder than words? Then there is the political machine in a constant turmoil for the power of greed and money that influences it. I think about what I have been doing or have done for my country lately.  I realize I am tired of the political machine and have the why bother attitude.
Patriotism includes a process for registering and resolving grievances. We have built elaborate processes to implement justice and to solicit feedback that is not monitored or utilized to improve the processes by reduce cost and reducing taxes. The management of our government should be the gleaming example of fair. 
The United States government is not perfect, as evidenced by its history. For example, the government authorized the institution of slavery, denied women the right to vote for nearly 150 years and lingered too long at the war in Vietnam. I remember wearing the POWS bracelets.

 

The example of true patriotism is to standup when the government is wrong. As in the above paragraph, the people spoke out and told the government it was wrong. When good people don’t speak out when they agree on “it is wrong”, they are not considered patriots. Patriots do not sit around talking about it. They vote. They make it happen!

Another example of patriotism is to pay taxes. Without income taxes, the local, state and national government could not function. There would be no trash pickup or running water. Our way of life depends on police protection, teachers and leaders to educate our people and emergency response the life threatening illnesses and events. We may all want to keep our tax money in our bank accounts instead of Uncle Sam’s, but does that help our country? Is our trust in our government gone? Will our government use it on safer financial growth or on high cost call girls and extravagant purchases that do not improve the patriot’s country? 

 

Patriots question the governments and national leaders. I nearly was going to write about corruption for this essay. However, the definition of corrupt by Webster is: to change from good to bad in morals and manners. That was too big of a topic for a good definition to help our country.

 

The public relies on public opinion via the news outlets. Many people believe if it is on the news it must be true. Yet, most of the people are misinformed or uninformed on the real story. A patriot is not voting by party because their family always voted by Democratic or Republican. Patriots are voters and people who get it done verses talking about it no, matter what it is labeled by party name.

 

We have made laws that are bought and paid for by the special interest groups. The laws are also made by the people the patriots have voted into office. After they are voted we blindly depend on the elected officials. Yet, soon they get swallowed by greed and ego in the political machine.

 

Watch the news. It is scary to watch companies having serious financial and corruption problems or just quitting from bad management and filing bankruptcy. The management cares more about the stockholders, their buddy’s and their own salaries, then the team of hardworking employees that are US citizens. Where did good management go? What happen to the term directors of the company?

 

“I’m proud to be an American, and I hate Arabs, and I always have” (quote by A.D. Robinson). Following the Al Qaeda terrorist attacks on the United States on September 11, 2001, reports came in of individual attacks on Muslims and people of Arab heritage in the United States. A multiple of assaults and deaths where aim at Muslins or Arab looking people. Well, patriotic Americans are not proud of this behavior or this mark in history.

 

History is being made while you read this essay. Is this what we really want our children to see as a good example of right from wrong?

 

The traditional picture of an American patriotism is of a soldier in uniform, proudly carrying the American Flag. But the traditional American Patriot picture it not what it use to be, the pride is gone. The true picture would show millions of people, of all sexes, races and heritage trying to care about the multitude of issues they do not completed understand, let alone see the full picture and are willing to do something about it today.

 

Please forward this everyone you know. 

Let's make a change… let's educate! Thank you for taking the time to read this essay. Thank all of my friends and supporters for the suggesting me as a write in for the President of the USA, what a great compliment!

Patricia A. Czech
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